


APRIL 2020

Then David chanted with this lament over Saul and Jonathan his son...

“From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty,
The bow of Jonathan did not turn back,
And the sword of Saul did not return empty.
Saul and Jonathan, beloved and pleasant in their life,
And in their death they were not parted;
They were swifter than eagles,
They were stronger than lions.
O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,
Who clothed you luxuriously in scarlet,
Who put ornaments of gold on your apparel.
How have the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle!
Jonathan is slain on your high places.
| am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan;
You have been very pleasant to me.
Your love to me was more wonderful
Than the love of women.
How have the mighty fallen,

l”

And the weapons of war perished

2 Samuel 1:17, 22-27
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a man after david’s heart

ANGUAGE IS, ADMITTEDLY,
Words, their spelling and meaning, have always
evolved over time. For example, the words “cal-
culator” and “computer” originally referred not
to a device held in the hand or a binary machine
but to persons, and the term “making love” used

FLUID.

to be all about romance and the spoken word,
not sex. Nevertheless, in a fallen world and
plasticized society the trajectory of this fluidity
of language is invariably in descent. Certain
words in our vocabulary have traditionally car-
ried greater weight than others, but now these
bright and shining exceptions are being de-
moted, and thus being rendered meaningless—
and unexceptional.

Like handing out trophies and ribbons to
school children just because they showed up
and participated in an event, we are now hand-
ing out exalted labels and descriptions just
for drawing breath. In a world sadly defi-
cient in character, we are imagining char-
acter, by use of language, where little ex-

a bright and cheerful, “Perfect!”

Well now, did he mean by this that the ZIP
Code 50273 was a perfect place to live? Or did
this mean that he assumed I was a drooling id-
iot who would struggle to recall where I lived,
so to prepare me for the next tough query he
had to prime me with an encouraging, “Perfect!
What a good boy.”? Or perhaps the truth is that
this youngster had never learned or been
taught, during all his many classes on self-es-
teem and the glories of socialism, just what the
true definition of the word “perfect” is.

We have done the same with the word
“hero,” and don't get me started on how we have
tragically diminished the word “awesome”
Then, of course, for some time now one has
been able to click on a screen icon and instantly
become a “friend” of a total stranger. But the

word “friend” is to mean more than that.
It once did.
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ists; we are inventing excellence where 5.?311
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guage once reserved for true excel-

lence.

The last time I stood before a 0 Ci
check-in desk, answering the 5 Cep fay
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questions posed by an em Bitog

ployee filling out a form, my
every mundane response was
acknowledged by an artifi-
cial, meaningless approba-
tion. When asked for my
ZIP Code and I an-
swered, “50273,” the
clerk responded with
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The first event we learn of in the life of
Jonathan, son of Saul king of Israel, is his vic-
tory over the Philistines at Geba. The last event
we learn of in the life of Jonathan is his death at
the hands of the Philistines at Mount Gilboa.

Between these two markers, the story of
Jonathan is almost too good to be true. His life
stands not just as one example; he is the origi-
nal die from which all loyal, selfless friends are
cast. Jonathan was a determined friend to the
younger David even when such loyalty worked
against his own self-interest. He was the eldest
son of the first king of Israel. As such he was
next in line to the throne, yet his allegiance to
David, the Lord’s anointed to succeed Saul, was
unwavering,

Jonathan was older than David; by how
much we cannot say, but well before David, the
youngest son in his family and called by Saul a
“youth,” was anointed by Samuel and met Go-
liath, Jonathan was already leading men into

battle for his father the king.
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All recorded history is, by its very nature, a sub-
set of actual history. Not everything that has
ever occurred since Day
One of Creation has been
chronicled, and certainly
not everything that every
person has ever thought in
any given moment has
been recorded for poster-
ity. To this axiom God’s
written word subscribes.
We do not know anything
about Jonathan as a youth, and we can only sur-
mise or guess the reason why he so quickly—as
written, even instantaneously—acquired such a

profound bond with the younger David.

Saul said to him, “Whose son are you, young

man?” And David answered, “| am the son of

your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.” Now it

came about when he had finished speaking to

Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit to the

soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as himself.
1 Samuel 17-58-18:1

There was between the two men a common,
and perhaps binding, trait: bravery and as-
sertiveness in battle. What David showed to-

an sharpens
other.

ward Goliath, boldly stepping out from the
quaking ranks of his countrymen to meet alone
the towering champion, Jonathan had already
demonstrated against the Philistine garrison at
Geba in Benjamin, and again at the Philistine
outpost guarding a pass leading to their main
camp at Micmash.

Common also between the two men was
that their bravery was not based on arrogance
or braggadocio, but a trust in God. To his ar-
mor bearer Jonathan said,

“Come and let us cross over to the garrison of
these uncircumcised; perhaps the Lorp will
work for us, for the LoRrD is not restrained to
save by many or by few.”

1 Samuel 14:6

To the taunting Goliath, the unarmored David
answered,

“You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a
javelin, but | come to you in the name of the
LorD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel,
whom you have taunted. This day the Lorp will
deliver you up into my hands, and | will strike
you down and remove
your head from you. And |
will give the dead bodies
of the army of the
Philistines this day to the
birds of the sky and the
wild beasts of the earth,
Proverbs 27:17 that all the earth may
know that there is a God
in Israel, and that all this
assembly may know that the Lorp does not de-
liver by sword or by spear; for the battle is the
Lorp’s and He will give you into our hands.”

1 Samuel 17:45-47

But perhaps the strongest impetus that drew
the two men together was something deeper,
something mystical. Integrity is drawn to in-
tegrity, righteousness to righteousness; faith is
attracted to faith. At that moment in history,
shortly before his encounter with Goliath, in
the very place where just over a thousand years
later Jesus the Christ would be born, a dramatic
change of command took place.



When Elizabeth heard Marys greeting, the bab
Spirit. And she cried out with a loud vorce and sa
gour womb! And how has it happened to me, tha

Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed
him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit
of the Lorp came mightily upon David from
that day forward. And Samuel arose and went
to Ramah. Now the Spirit of the Lorp departed
from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lorp ter-
rorized him.

1 Samuel 16:13-14

ING SAULS ARMOR DID NOT FIT DAVID,

but Jonathan’s did.

Then Saul clothed David with his garments
and put a bronze helmet on his head, and he
clothed him with armor. David girded his
sword over his armor and tried to walk, for he
had not tested them. So David said to Saul, “I
cannot go with these, for | have not tested
them.” And David took them off.

1 Samuel 17:38-39

The giving or exchanging of clothes or battle
dress was a common custom in ancient times,
and no less in the middle east. It bestowed
honor, and was used as a pledge of friendship.
In this case, it was a visible outward sign of the
covenant just made between the two men.

Then Jonathan made a covenant with David
because he loved him as himself. Jonathan
stripped himself of the robe that was on him
and gave it to David, with his armor, including
his sword and his bow and his belt.

1 Samuel 18:3-4

David son of Jesse was now imbued with the
Holy Spirit. To a man of integrity and faith like
Jonathan, that made David irresistible. If David
was a man after God’s own heart, he was also a
man after Jonathan's heart.

In the deepest, truest sense of the word,
Jonathan and David were now friends. Real
friends. But they would soon become even more.

a new dynasty

Here, however, the gift and the giving repre-
sented far more. Beyond a sign of covenantal
devotion, this was Jonathan transferring to
David his place as heir apparent to the throne.
Jonathan may not have consciously known that
David had already been anointed king; it is pos-
sible that word had spread to the royal family,
but it is also possible they knew nothing of
what had transpired in Bethlehem between
Samuel and Jesse’s sons.

Nonetheless, just as the Holy Spirit commu-
nicated to Elizabeth that the pregnant teenager
standing before her was to be the mother of the
Messiah, that same Spirit could have commu-
nicated to Jonathan that the youth standing be-
fore him would be the next king of Israel.

Once again the Spirit of God connects His
children with each other even as He connects
all of us to the Father. He informs, He enlight-
ens, He lifts us out of our own self-interests to
think more highly of a friend and brother than

ourselves.
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a complicated life

F WE ARE HONEST we must admit that
the relationship between Jonathan and David
reads more than a little strange in our present
culture—a bit too cloying for what passes be-
tween typical males of our time. Indeed, there
are some who claim that Jonathan and David
were an early homosexual couple. To our shame
that conclusion speaks more about our time,
rather than that of the tenth century B.c.

During our visit to Egypt in the early 1980s
Linda and I frequently observed on the streets
of Cairo men walking arm in arm. When we
apprehensively inquired about this with our
Egyptian acquaintance, he smiled at our west-
ern ignorance and pa-
tiently
They are just friends.”

It is ironic that as we

answered, “No.

have reached a level of
societal “sophistication”
in which there is a general
acceptance of sexual love
between men, there is so
little understanding of
innocent, non-romantic
affection between men,
which, where it exists, is
more often than not la-
beled as “gay” Jonathan
and David loved each oth-
er: a deep, genuine, au-
thentic, visceral love—

expressed especially by Jonathan for David in
the biblical accounts.

Jonathan made David vow again because of
his love for him, because he loved him as he
loved his own life.

1 Samuel 20:17
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Jonathan son of Saul repeatedly put himself in
harm’s way for the sake of his friend David. His
position was tenuous, and dangerously com-
plex: his father was the king of Israel. Saul was
chosen by God and anointed by Samuel, but

because of his arrogance, bad choices, and out-
right rebellion the Holy Spirit in Saul had been
replaced by an evil spirit, resulting in eccentric,
even bizarre behavior in the king, Apparently
his favorite method of expressing displeasure in
someone was to attempt to pin them to the wall
with his spear. This Saul tried at least twice
with David, when he was assigned to bring
peace to the mind of the tormented king with
his harp, and once with his own son.

Then Saul’s anger burned against Jonathan
and he said to him, “You son of a perverse, re-
bellious woman! Do | not know that you are
. choosing the son of Jesse
. to your own shame and
to the shame of your
mother’s nakedness? For
as long as the son of
Jesse lives on the earth,
neither you nor your king-
dom will be established.
Therefore now, send and
bring him to me, for he
must surely die.” But
Jonathan answered Saul
his father and said to
him, “Why should he be
put to death? What has
he done?” Then Saul
hurled his spear at him
to strike him down; so
Jonathan knew that his father had decided to
put David to death.

1 Samuel 20:30-33

The easiest path for Jonathan would have been
for him to take the side of his father against
David. But his love for David, along with his in-
tegrity and faith, would not permit this. In spite
of the very real dangers to life and limb,
Jonathan remained loyal to his friend. But even
this unswerving loyalty took a form beyond all
reasonable measure. Jonathan did more than
just choose sides; he committed himself, in a
sworn covenant with David before the Lord, to



a new dynasty under the kingship of David.
Jonathan swore to be by David’s side when he
became king.

Now David became aware that Saul had come
out to seek his life while David was in the
wilderness of Ziph at Horesh. And Jonathan,
Saul’s son, arose and went to David at
Horesh, and encouraged him in God. Thus he
said to him, “Do not be afraid, because the
hand of Saul my father will not find you, and

N ONE FATEFUL DAY in the year
1010 B.c., in the heat of battle with the
Philistines on Mount Gilboa, Jonathan son of
Saul, two of his brothers, and the king himself
are killed. A fourth son of Saul, Ish-bosheth,
would reign as king for the next two years until
assassinated by two brothers in his armed
forces. Thinking to be rewarded by David for
removing the last obstacle to him becoming
king over all Israel, they are rewarded, instead,
the same as the hapless Amalekite who claimed
to have a hand in the death of Saul: death for
themselves, for killing “a righteous man in his
own house on his bed” (2 Samuel 4).

Jonathan never got to be king, and he never
got to serve his dearest friend, David, who
would rule over Judah and then over all of Israel
for forty years and six months. He did have a
family, including a son named Mephibosheth,
who was made a cripple at the age of five in his
nurse’s “hurry to flee” when word came to them

you will be king over Israel and | will be next to
you; and Saul my father knows that also.” So
the two of them made a covenant before the
Lorp; and David stayed at Horesh while
Jonathan went to his house.

1 Samuel 23:15-18

As far as we know from Scripture, this was the

last time David and Jonathan were with each
other.

the ena

of Saul and Jonathan's death in battle. In keep-
ing his covenant with Jonathan, King David
would later grant Mephibosheth all properties

that had belonged to Saul and his family, and he
“ate at the king’s table regularly” (2 Samuel 9).
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grounded in love

ONATHAN SON OF SAUL was one of
the most honorable individuals in all of
recorded history. He embodied the finest qual-
ities any man would desire in himself. Within
the parade of Old Testament saints—Abra-
ham, Moses, Joseph, even David himself—
Jonathans life rises to the top.

What set this man apart from the rest was
not just his good and noble character, but his
extraordinary, unbounded love for David.
There is no evidence that Jonathan harbored
any ulterior motives for such devotion; if he
had any such motives, he would have been bet-
ter off moving against David, rather than sup-
porting and defending him.

The analogy is not perfect, but, in a sense,
Jonathan is a type of Christ Jesus, who also re-
linquished His throne out of love for others.
For Jesus this was a temporary loss, and
Jonathan did not die for David, but both of
them manifested an other-worldly love for
those who could offer them little in return—an
unselfish, costly, even sacrificial love.

Jonathan was a“friend” to David, and by his
definition that was a high calling, a deep and
profound level of relationship. Jesus says the
same; this present world’s definition of that
word is little more than plain dirt compared to

the solid gold concept defined by Jesus.

“This is My commandment, that you love one
another, just as | have loved you. Greater love
has no one than this, that one lay down his life
for his friends. You are My friends if you do
what | command you. No longer do | call you
slaves, for the slave does not know what his
master is doing; but | have called you friends,
for all things that | have heard from My Father
| have made known to you.”

John 15:12-15

The Lord Jesus calls us “friend” when we obey
Him by loving each other as He loves us. And
how is that love defined? By a willingness to lay
down ones life for a“friend.” If our purpose is to
grow into the image of Christ, then this is to be
part of it. Christians are to know, to demon-
strate, to feel, to live a level of friendship un-

known to this fallen society.
LK K/

Christians like to refer to each other as broth-
ers and sisters, because we are fellow members
in the family of God in Christ. In practice,
however, that term is nothing more that a stick-
on name tag if there is not love behind it. Like
Jonathan in his love for David, we call each
other brother or sister because that appellation
is grounded in a foundation of love.

John Fawcett



