
Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying,  
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Jesus knew about water.

He left Judea and went away again into Galilee. And He had to pass through Samaria. 
So He came to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near the parcel of ground that Jacob gave 

to his son Joseph; and Jacob’s well was there. So Jesus, being wearied from His journey, was 
sitting thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. There came a woman of Samaria to draw 
water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.”

The human body requires water to live. From 50 to 90 percent of the weight of 
all living organisms is water, and absent a regular intake of the stuff, humans die. 
Nothing is more essential to the survival of the human body than water.

Even the body of Jesus.

Therefore the Samaritan woman said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a 
drink since I am a Samaritan woman?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus
answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give 
Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.” 

Living water. From Jacob’s well the Samaritan woman could give Jesus His 
fill of water that would quench His physical thirst and sustain His life. But 
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Jesus could give her living water. He was in possession of water that 
need not be externally replenished.

Jesus answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; but 
whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will 

give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”
John 4:3-7,9-10,13-14

Later, while teaching at the Jerusalem temple during the Feast of Tabernacles, 
Jesus made an even more dramatic declaration about the living water He of-
fered.

Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is 
thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his 
innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’”

The apostle John then clarifies for us what Jesus meant by “living water.”

But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the 
Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

John 7:37-39

v v v
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Whether they realize it or not, people everywhere are dying of thirst. 
From the war-torn streets of the Middle East to well-appointed penthous-

es on New York’s Park Avenue, those who do not yet know Christ are dying 
from a lack of that most essential element: living water—meaning, the Holy 

Spirit.
By contrast, those who do know Christ as Lord are not just filled to the extent 

that they will never again know thirst, but their cup overflows with “rivers of liv-
ing water.”

The “cup” holding this living water is our God-space. Every person has a God-
space—a place within him perfectly sized and shaped to hold the Holy Spirit. 
Every person is born with a God-space—but it begins empty. It is an apartment 
perfectly suited for the Spirit, but the apartment is vacant. God does not intrude 
where He is not invited, and we must ask the Spirit to be at home in us.

Since Creation, only two human beings have automatically had their God-space 
filled for them: Adam and Eve. But they opened the door and evicted its tenant. 
As a result, from then on every human being would be born with an empty 
God-space—room for a God not yet in residence.

When a person believes in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, trusting that He 
alone can save them from the consequence of sin, the Spirit immediately and 
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permanently takes up residence in that person’s God-space. Instantly the 
ancient communion that Adam and Eve enjoyed but rejected is restored. In-

stantly God is in direct and intimate contact with the individual believer.
And he is filled to overflowing with the living water of the Spirit.

v v v

Those who are physically parched understand that their body is dehydrating, 
and they are desperately seeking something to drink. Those who are spiritually 
parched—and know it—are desperately seeking something with which to fill their 
God-space.

Many who are spiritually parched drink the soda pop and Kool-Aid of this 
world’s spiritual charlatans, but these drinks quench their thirst only for a short 
while. Soon the sugary sweetness of this world’s refreshment leaves them pant-
ing for more. And more. And even more. And their thirst is never satisfied.

But along comes the Spirit, and He asks, May I come in and quench your thirst 
once and for all? And those who say yes throw wide the door to their God-
space, and He takes up permanent residence.

And they never thirst again.

http://dlampel.com
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