What can we say about the Loral]esus? What
can we say about the one who gave His life for
ours? What can we say about the incarnation

of a selfless God who willingly suffered torture

and death so that we—every person on

carth—could have the chance for /ij[e?

touchaBle goo

“Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.”

UR FRIEND WAS A MAN. Completely
Q and authentically flesh. Jesus of
Nazareth was no apparition, no holo-
gram, no procluct of mass hysteria. He
wept real tears, he la.ug}led with true
joy. He suffered real pain, and bled real
blood. He grew weary and slept, he felt
and exhibited anger. He ate and drank,
and certainly did what follows as the
natural result of eating. Jesus may even
have belched after a robust meal, chuck-
led ata companion’s clever jolee, and
graciously excused Himself when He
experienced an unsociable consequence
of spicy food. He was real flesh, born

of a woman, raised in the ways of His

Jewish brethren.

In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came

into being through Him, and apart
from Him nothing came into being
that has come into being.

John 1:1-3

But unlike any man before or since,
Jesus was also undiluted deity. The Son,
who was incarnated as Jesus, is time-
less God. He was the active agent in
the creation of this earth and all the
enveloping universe. He even worked
in the affairs of men before He took on
their flesh. Jesus, the man, remained at

all times comp]e‘ce, utter cleity.

There is no lack of historical and theo-
logical information about Jesus Christ.
And the Bible, with its gospel narra-
tives about Jesus, is open to all. But how
are we to really know Him? How do we

make contact with this selfless Lord

John 15:13

Who, though Go&, came to earth as a
man? How do we keep ourselves in close
communion with the Lord who is also a
Lrother, an aclvocate, and whose earthly
life is to be a pattern for our own?

Paul knew. In his eloquent hallelujal’l,
written to the Philippians, he declared that

...l count all things to be loss in view
of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have
suffered the loss of all things, and
count them but rubbish so that | may
gain Christ... that | may know Him and
the power of His resurrection and
the fellowship of His sufferings, being
conformed to His death.

Philippians 3:8,10

The apostle John, with slightly less

eloquence, expressecl a similar truth:

By this we know that we have
come to know Him, if we keep His
commandments. The one who says, “I
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have come to know Him,” and does

not keep His commandments, is a

liar, and the truth is not in him; but

whoever keeps His word, in him the

love of God has truly been perfected.

By this we know that we are in Him:

the one who says he abides in Him

ought himself to walk in the same

manner as He walked.

1 John 2:3-6

The Christian journey of sanctifica-
tion is a hands-on process. [t cannot be
conducted by long-distance; it cannot
be ptlonect in. It must be experiencea]. Just
as Christ Himself descended from the
pristine heights of heaven to soil his feet
upon the iowiy piane of earttl, we must
shed any pretense, any guite, any postur-
ing of woricliy sophistication. As the
British would say, to know Jesus we must
“muck in” with Him. To know Jesus we
must live with Him, listen to Him, learn
from Him. We must pursue the awkward
art of writing His life into ours. Jesus is
that most touchable aspect of very Goct;

to know Him, we must touch Him—and

let the living Christ touch us.

In the days of His flesh, He offered up
both prayers and supplications with
loud crying and tears to the One able
to save Him from death, and He was
heard because of His piety. Although
He was a Son, He learned obedience
from the things which He suffered.
And having been made perfect, He
became to all those who obey Him
the source of eternal salvation, being
designated by God as a high priest
according to the order of Melchizedek.
Hebrews 5:7-10

Both Paul and John speak of our
knowing Christ through the process

of obedience: “.. .I)eing conformed...”
and “.. .ieeep[ing] His commandments.”
These are untlappy words to the citizens
of a self-absorbed world. We prefer to

gain what we desire without inconve-

nience, without effort. We want it just
to tlappen on its own. BEven our modern
worstiip reflects this laziness. Now we
repeat one insipid phrase in a “praise
chorus” over and over for five minutes,
rather than ctig cteepty into the protounct
and poetic truths of a tiymn. The first
can, if we so choose, be performed on
autopilot; the second requires more ef-
fort on our part.

If we are to walk the patti of Jesus,
we must enter the pattl His way, and
His way for us is the same as it was for
Him: ttlrougtl obedience. If we are seri-
ous about truly knowing Jesus, we will
have to do more than just observe Him
from a distance. We will have to get our
feet &irty on the same pattl He treacts;
we will have to see the things He sees,
through His perspective; we will have to
touch and feel and experience the things
in His life. Only then will we truly know

]esus as He WOul(l tlave us IQIIOW Hlm

When we pray, asleing God to
sanctity us, are we preparect to
measure up to what that rea”y
means? We take the word sanc-
tification much too lightly. Are
we preparect to pay the cost of
sanctification? The cost will be a
deep restriction of all our earthly

concerns, and an extensive

cultivation of all our goctiy con-
cerns. Sanctification means to be
intensely focused on God’s point
of view. It means to secure and to
12eep all the strengttl of our l)OC].y,
soul, and spirit for God’s purpose
alone... The reason some of us
have not entered into the experi-
ence of sanctification is that we
have not realized the meaning

of sanctification from God’s
perspective. Sanctification means
heing made one with Jesus so that
the nature that controlled Him
will control us. Are we really pre-
parecl for what that will cost? It

will cost us at)solutely everytiling
in us which is not of God.

Now may the God of peace Himself
sanctify you entirely...
1 Thessalonians 5:23

Are we preparecl to be caugtlt up
into the full meaning of Paul’s
prayer in this verse? Are we
prepared to say, “Lord, make me,
a sinner saved by grace, as holy
as You can”? Jesus prayec]. that we
might be one with Him, just as
He is one with the Father. The
resounding evidence of the Holy
Spirit in a person’s life is the
unmistakable tamity likeness to
Jesus Christ, and the freedom
from everything which is not like
Him. Are we prepare& to set our-
selves apart for the Hoiy Spirit’s
work in us?
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[ come to the gm‘a/en a/ane, while the dew is still on the roses;
And the voice I /7car, ][a//fng on my ear; the Son o][ God discloses.

He spca/cs, and the sound o][His voice is so sweet the birds hush their singing,

And the mc/ojy that He gave to me, within my heart is ringing.

I'd stay in the garden with Him tlzoug/a the nig/et around me be falling,

But He bids me go; t/ﬂ‘ougll the voice 0][ woe, His voice to me is ca//ing.

Am{ He wa//es wit]q me, and He ta/ks wit/z me, amj He fc//s me [ am His own,

And the joy we share as we tarry tlzere, none other has ever known.

C. Austin Miles

(continueai. ..)

© 2013 David S. Lampel. Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture is from the New American Standard Bible (Updated Edition). Reflections by the Pond is published weekly at dlampel.com



