
self. Certainly God the Father, majestic 
on His eternal throne, is critical to the 
plan. From Him emanates everything 
else; He is in charge. But then, in His 
curious wisdom, God chose to create 
and then live with man. Critical to that 
relationship was God the Son, Jesus 
Christ. The Son incarnate was necessary 
for at least two reasons: First, He had to 
die for man’s sins. To accomplish this 
He had to be present on earth in man’s 
fl esh. Second, He had to show Himself 
as God in fl esh so as to “put meat on” 
God (the meaning of the word incar-
nate)—to make Him more real and 
accessible to small-minded man.

Still that was not enough; the stool 
would not stand on just two legs. For the 
members of the Godhead to live with 
man they must add God the Holy Spirit, 
who serves in many capacities: counselor, 

comforter, interpreter, guide, intercessor, 
goad—all of which could be lumped to-
gether under the title, “Implementer.” The 
Holy Spirit ministers between God and 
man to implement the eternal plan of his 
salvation. The Spirit makes it all work.

�
Because He is generous, God has given 
us a number of ways to, for example, 
commune with Him. Yet each way, as 
perfect as it is in itself, when used by 
imperfect man must be facilitated by the 
work of the Holy Spirit.

God has given us His written word. 
We are to read it, to study it, to cher-
ish it as God’s fi nal and authoritative 
statement on Himself—His history, His 
ideas and methods, His timeless plan for 
man’s salvation. Yet without the abiding 
ministry of the Spirit, it is just words on 
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BU T, O F C O U R S E, T H E GO D H E A D 
was not invented by someone else. 

To be clear, it was not created at all, but 
always has been, and always will be.

I say, “O my God, do not take me 
away

in the midst of my days,
Your years are throughout all 

generations.
Of old You founded the earth,
And the heavens are the work of Your 

hands.
Even they will perish, but You endure;
And all of them will wear out like a 

garment;
Like clothing You will change them
and they will be changed.
But You are the same,
And Your years will not come to an end.”

Psalm 102:24-27

While it is true that no third party 
created God, we can still marvel at His 
design, for His relationship with man 
does indeed depend on all parts of Him-
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thethe HolyHoly

making it work
Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.

2 Corinthians 1:21-22



a page. Without the Spirit, God’s word 
is just another book on the shelf: it says 
the same things, but unregenerate man 
cannot digest it as He intended.

For the word of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God.

1 Corinthians 1:18

The Spirit in the believer converts 
the written words into understandable, 
digestible truths that have the power to 
inform, to teach, to chastise—to actu-
ally change a life.

“I have many more things to say to you, 
but you cannot bear them now. But 
when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, 
He will guide you into all the truth; for 
He will not speak on His own initiative, 
but whatever He hears, He will speak; 
and He will disclose to you what is to 
come. He will glorify Me, for He will 
take of Mine and will disclose it to you.”

John 16:12-14

God has given us prayer, by which we 
can speak and listen to God with our 
lips and our ears, with our mind and our 
heart. Following the example of Christ, 
we are to spend much time on our knees, 
alone, telling the Father everything that 
is on our hearts and listening for His 
still, small voice. Yet, again, the Spirit 
is essential to such communion. He is 
the one who gathers up all our stray and 
unintelligible mutterings and translates 
them into the language of heaven. Then 
He does the same in reverse. He takes 
the holy speech from the throne and 
translates it into the baser dialect of man 
so that we might hear and understand the 
Father’s reply.

In the same way the Spirit also helps 
our weakness; for we do not know 
how to pray as we should, but the 
Spirit Himself intercedes for us with 

2 Cor. 4:5-7
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groanings too deep for words; and He 
who searches the hearts knows what 
the mind of the Spirit is, because He 
intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God.

Romans 8:26-27

God has given us worship, with which 
we can honor and adore Him. In this, 
another form of prayer, we tell (and 
show) God the Father how much we 
love and revere Him; we call out His 
attributes—the qualities that make 
God unique; and we remind ourselves 
how much higher and holier He is 
than redeemed man. Yet it is the Holy 
Spirit who takes our feeble devotion 
and sculpts it into an aroma sweet and 
acceptable to the nostrils of God.

“But an hour is coming, and now is, 
when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth; for such 
people the Father seeks to be His 
worshipers. God is spirit, and those 
who worship Him must worship in 
spirit and truth.”

John 4:23-24

When a man or a woman meets 
God at the foot of the cross—when an 
individual confesses his or her own in-
adequacy, and belief in the saving grace 
of Christ—that person is unequivocally 
changed. The Holy Spirit Himself or-
chestrates our regeneration, and as our 
fi rst gift, the Spirit gives Himself—not 
simply as a nearby, reachable resource, 
but as an integral part of the new 
believer. The Spirit actually becomes a 
part of that new redeemed life.

And thank God He is, for every 
believer, though sanctifi ed to the Father, 
is left in a fl eshly state—in comparison 
to the perfection of heaven, a grossly 
imperfect being. To help compensate 
for the believer’s inadequacies, the 
Holy Spirit is involved in every kind of 
intercourse he has with God. He is the 
essential component that permits the 
dialogue that, over time, leads to our 
sanctifi cation—our growing up in the 
ways of God.

(continued…)


