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E x c e l l e n c e : W hy ?

InUnison
The trumpeters and

singers joined in unison,

as with one voice, to

give praise and thanks

to the Lord.

2 Chronicles 5:13

ave you ever wondered

how different things might be if

God the Father adopted toward us

the attitude we often have toward

Him?

How would things be different if
the Father approached our needs with
the same, lackadaisical attitude we of-
ten have toward His needs and service?
It might sound something like this…

The Time: Eternity past

The Place: Heaven
God the Father and God the Son are hav-
ing a last-minute discussion prior to the

latter’s departure for Bethlehem.

Father: You have everything you need?
Son: I think so. Don’t really need much.

Father: Right. Well, here’s just a few last-
minute notes before you leave. Lis-
ten, I like these people, I really do.
But I don’t see any reason to break
a sweat for them. They’ll probably
go along with our plan no matter
what, so let’s just take it easy. Now,
about your disciples . . .

Son: Right. Twelve of them.
Father: Well, I’ve been giving that some

thought. We really don’t need all
twelve. Ten would do just as well.
I think we could get the point
across just fine if we left these
names off. (hands the Son a list of
names)

Son (reading the list): Matthew and John?
Father: Right. Who needs four different

versions of your story? Two will do.
Now, about this crucifixion busi-
ness.

Son: You wanted me to die on a cross,
didn’t you?

Father: I’ve been rethinking that, too.
That’s really going to a lot of
bother—I mean, all that blood and
pain and death… and then there’d
be the business of the resurrection.
What a hassle! Wouldn’t it be a lot
easier if we just had you scourged,
then run out of town? A lot cleaner,
don’t you think? I think being

whipped will say a lot about your
love for the people. After all, we
know none of them would volun-
tarily go through that for you.

Son: Well, if you say so. But I’m willing
to die if you want me to.

Father: Hey, why bother…

Ludicrous, isn’t it. We can be grate-
ful that that isn’t what really happened.
What really happened was that the triune
Godhead loved us so unspeakably much
that they willingly suffered separation
and a tortuous death on our behalf. For
us. They gave their very best—the very
best thing that has ever existed in all of
time and before: Jesus—just to save our
wretched souls.

Yet still people will ask “why?”
Why should I expend the energy and
time to reach toward excellence? After
all, we live in a state of grace: we don’t
earn our way into heaven. Isn’t all this
talk of excellence and hard work just an
attempt to make us into something we’re
not? After all, God isn’t impressed with
flash and glitter—and we’re certainly not
supposed to be trying to impress each
other.

H
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he human response to the
Lord’s abundant generosity is

gratitude, and gratitude is played out in
a tangible way in our service to God and
His people.

Never let the anti-legalist—the
grace fanatic for whom any “works” are
seen as the believer buying his or her
way into God’s heart—never let this one
remove for you the exquisite joy of serv-
ing Him from a grateful heart. We do live
under grace, and there is nothing we can
do that will impress God, or improve
upon the grace He already bestows based
on His love alone.

But nowhere does it say we can-
not—based on the pure intentions of a
grateful heart—give back gladly to our
loving, generous Father in the form of
service and praise, in recognition of what
He has already done for us.

Give thanks with a grateful heart,

Give thanks to the Holy One;
Give thanks because He’s given
Jesus Christ, His Son.

And now let the weak say
I am strong,
Let the poor say

I am rich
Because of what the Lord
has done for us.

                               Henry Smith

“Where can you taste the joys of obeying unless He bids you do
something for which His bidding is the only reason?”
(C.S. Lewis, Perelandra)

T

Impressed
God is impressed with us, no mat-

ter what. He can be impressed by our
faithfulness, our devotion and giving
heart—or he can be impressed by our
sloth, and the low value we have placed
on the sacrifice of His Son.

The righteous person serves God
with joyous excellence and a commit-
ment to both His worship and the needs
of the body, out of the gratitude of a for-
given heart.

And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the

beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things

he might have the preeminence. Colossians 1:17-18

“Divine goodness, as one of God’s attributes, is self-
caused, infinite, perfect, and eternal. The cause of His
goodness is in Himself; the recipients of His goodness
are all His beneficiaries without merit and without
recompense.” A.W. Tozer
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Hymns and Choruses
Jesus Paid it All           (Hall)

Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (Watts)
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

I’ll Live For Him      (Hudson)
O Thou who died on Calvary,
To save my soul and make me free,
I’ll consecrate my life to Thee,
My Savior and my God!

Subscribe
Instructions for subscribing to In Unison—to receive this
journal every month by e-mail—are located on the back
page. Missed back issues are available upon request.

Scripture
“So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall

we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or

‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans

run after all these things, and your

heavenly Father knows that you need

them. But seek first his kingdom and

his righteousness, and all these things

will be given to you as well.”

Matthew 6:31-33

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any-

one would come after me, he must

deny himself and take up his cross and

follow me.” Matthew 16:24

Large crowds were traveling with Jesus,

and turning to them he said: “If any-

one comes to me and does not hate

his father and mother, his wife and

children, his brothers and sisters—yes,

even his own life—he cannot be my

disciple. And anyone who does not

carry his cross and follow me cannot

be my disciple. Suppose one of you

wants to build a tower. Will he not

first sit down and estimate the cost

to see if he has enough money to

complete it? For if he lays the founda-

tion and is not able to finish it, every-

one who sees it will ridicule him, say-

ing, ‘This fellow began to build and was

not able to finish.’ Or suppose a king

is about to go to war against another

king. Will he not first sit down and

consider whether he is able with ten

thousand men to oppose the one

coming against him with twenty thou-

sand? If he is not able, he will send a

delegation while the other is still a long

way off and will ask for terms of peace.

In the same way, any of you who does

not give up everything he has cannot

be my disciple.” Luke 14:25-33

You were bought at a price; do not

become slaves of men.

1 Corinthians 7:23

For he has rescued us from the do-

minion of darkness and brought us

into the kingdom of the Son he loves,

in whom we have redemption, the

forgiveness of sins. He is the image of

the invisible God, the firstborn over

all creation. For by him all things were

created: things in heaven and on earth,

visible and invisible, whether thrones

or powers or rulers or authorities; all

things were created by him and for

him. He is before all things, and in him

all things hold together. And he is the

head of the body, the church; he is the

beginning and the firstborn from

among the dead, so that in everything

he might have the supremacy.

Colossians 1:13-18

Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had

been slain, standing in the center of

the throne, encircled by the four liv-

ing creatures and the elders. He had

seven horns and seven eyes, which are

the seven spirits of God sent out into

all the earth. He came and took the

scroll from the right hand of him who

sat on the throne. And when he had

taken it, the four living creatures and

the twenty-four elders fell down be-

fore the Lamb. Each one had a harp

and they were holding golden bowls

full of incense, which are the prayers of

the saints. And they sang a new song:

“You are worthy to take the scroll and

to open its seals, because you were

slain, and with your blood you pur-

chased men for God from every tribe

and language and people and nation.

You have made them to be a king-

dom and priests to serve our God,

and they will reign on the earth.”

Then I looked and heard the voice of

many angels, numbering thousands

upon thousands, and ten thousand

times ten thousand. They encircled the

throne and the living creatures and the

elders. In a loud voice they sang:

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,

to receive power and wealth and wis-

dom and strength and honor and glory

and praise!”

 Then I heard every creature in heaven

and on earth and under the earth and

on the sea, and all that is in them, singing:

“To him who sits on the throne and

to the Lamb be praise and honor and

glory and power, for ever and ever!”

The four living creatures said, “Amen,”

and the elders fell down and

worshiped. Revelation 5:6-14
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Copyright and Terms of Use
In Unison is Copyright © 2001 David S. Lampel.

Permission is hereby granted for this
electronic journal to be copied, printed,
or shared so long as it is distributed in
its entirety. Brief excerpts may be quoted
so long as they include the following
copyright notice:
“From In UnisonIn UnisonIn UnisonIn UnisonIn Unison, Copyright © 2001
David S. Lampel. Used by permission.”

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture
is from the New International Version.
NIV quotations are from the Holy Bible:
New International Version, Copyright
1973, 1978, 1984 by the International
Bible Society. Used by permission. NASB
quotations are from the New American
Standard Bible © 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977 by
The Lockman Foundation.

In Unison is published monthly in Adobe
Acrobat (PDF) format only. Request a free
subscription by sending an e-mail mes-
sage to dlampel@aol.com. Include the
following code somewhere in the mes-
sage body or subject line:

“WORSHIP 2001”

World Wide Web Site
You are cordially invited to discover the
many Christian resources available at our
Internet site.

At HTTP://MEMBERS.AOL.COM/DLAMPEL/ you will
find periodicals, e-mail list subscriptions,
dramatic resources and completed
projects—all archived in their entirety.
At our web site you may read all publica-
tions and subscribe to those you wish to
receive on a regular basis.
You may also review all of our His Com-
pany scripts, or download them for im-
mediate use.
All resources and publications are made
available free of charge.

Periodicals
Aspects is our monthly devotional jour-
nal. This eight-page publication has been
published since 1990—via the Internet
since 1994.
Frequency: Monthly
Editions:                        Print, Ascii, Pdf

Seeds of Encouragement is published
every Monday morning as a brief, simple
reminder of God’s presence in our lives.
Frequency: Weekly
Editions:                                         Ascii

Reflections by the Pond offers thought-
ful considerations of life, nature, and the
world in which we live from a Spiritual
perspective. It is published every
Wednesday.
Frequency: Weekly
Editions:                                         Ascii

Songs for the Heart is published every
Friday. This brief devotional includes
thoughts based on hymns, choruses, or
psalms.
Frequency: Weekly
Editions:                                         Ascii

Dramatic Resources
At the His Company web site visitors will
find a complete catalogue of dramatic
and musical resources that both illustrate
Scripture and proclaim the Lordship of
Jesus Christ.

In addition, those involved in
drama should be sure to stop by our His
Company web site to download a copy
of our new book, A Calling to the Stage.
Go to HTTP://MEMBERS.AOL.COM/DLAMPEL/HC

(Remember: We do not charge for any
of our resources.)
All scripts and worship resources are in-
cluded in their entirety, ready for imme-
diate download.
Editions:                                 Ascii, Pdf

Completed Works
Also available at our web site are several
completed resources, including…

Knowing... is a series of brief devotion-
als for understanding the God of heaven
through the lives of those who called
upon His name.
Editions:                                       HTML
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