eople who share the same fo-
cus will always sing in unison.

Individuals become a family by
having something in common. In the
case of human relation, it is the blood
flowing through their veins that binds
them together. In the case of the family
of God, however, the binding is accom-
plished by the blood flowing out of the
veins of Christ.

A person may be drawn to partici-
pating in a choir by a love of singing—
but it is that man or woman'’s love for
Christ that will keep the song in their
heart.

How do we sing in unison?

Singing in unison, as we use it
here, does not mean everyone singing
the same note, but that we all agree on
three important points—illustrated by
Psalm 148.

Who is to sing
After itemizing every created
thing, including the sun and moon, fire
and hail, snow and clouds, the Psalmist
concludes his list with
...kings of the earth and all nations,
you princes and all rulers on earth,
young men and maidens, old men and
children. Psalm 148:11-12

Who is to sing? No one is excepted,
every person on this earth is to be prais-
ing the Lord.

To whom do we sing

The second point is answered by
the first three words of the Psalm

Praise the Lord! 148:1a

Can we emphasize that too much,
or too often? In this world of mind-numb-
ing distractions and false truth, can we
hear too many reminders that it is the
Lord who is to be the sole object of our
praise and worship?

When the choir members arrive
for practice, when they troop in on a
Sunday morning, when musicals are
staged and rehearsed and per-
formed—the desire of every '
heart should be for the Lord.
Every intent, the focus of every *
thought should be on the Lord.
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The trumpeters and singers joined in unison, as with one voice, to give praise and thanks to the Lord.

2 Chronicles 5:13

With One Voice

Why do we sing
Let them praise the name of the Lord,
For His name alone is exalted; His
glory is above the earth and heaven.
148:13 nkjv

Why? Because only the Lord’s
name is exalted—literally, “set on high”;
it is only His glory that stands above earth
and heaven.

With one voice.

We build unity and strength by
joining our voices as one, in praise of the
One, the mighty God of heaven, the only
one worthy of our praise.

In unison.




“If the presence of God is made known
in our worship, if His living Presence truly
saturates the proceedings, then not only
will there be the reverence and order that
characterize the holy God of an ordered

creation, but a sense of the unexpected
that reflects His endless creativity as He
moulds and fashions our lives together.”
Graham Kendrick, Learning to Worship
as a Way of Life, (Bethany House, 1985).

other passage that

speaks to the idea of who, to whom and
why, is found in Psalm 103:

Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my

inmost being, praise his holy name.

Praise the LORD, O my soul, and for-

get not all his benefits—

Psalm 103:1-2

Who

Where Psalm 148 speaks of every
person praising the Lord, this Psalm
speaks of every part of this person prais-
ing Him. What does this mean to me?
That we are to truly mean it.

To Whom
Of course: The Lord. All praise is
to be upwardly focused.

Koinonia

What we are really talking about,
when we speak of believers singing in
unison, is true fellowship: koinonia.

There is a mental picture that il-
lustrates this relationship well—the rela-
tionship we have with each other be-
cause of the relationship we each share
with Christ. The image takes the form of
a pyramid.

At the point of the pyramid is God
sitting on His throne. Forming the body
of the pyramid are people knelt in wor-
ship. Now, notice the people: Near the
base of the pyramid, where there is a
broad expanse, the people are all doing
the same thing—worshipping their
God—but there is space between them.
They aren’t touching each other. But as
they all draw closer to God, they are

drawn inexorably closer to each other,
as the pyramid narrows toward the
capstone, until their shoulders are rub-
bing and their bodies compacted against
each other.

The closer we get to God—in wor-
ship, in study, in prayer—the closer we
will be to His people who are doing the
same. And that is true fellowship.

Unity
Regarding the idea of unity, a
couple of good references are:
“"Again, | tell you that if two of you on
earth agree about anything you ask
for, it will be done for you by my Fa-
ther in heaven.For where two orthree
come together in my name, there am
[ with them.” Matthew 18:19-20

| appeal to you, brothers, in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you
agree with one another so that there
may be no divisions among you and
that you may be perfectly united in
mind and thought.

| Corinthians |:10

Why
Just look at all the blessings (ben-
efits) He has showered into our lives! He
blesses us—so we should bless Him.
What better reason! And then this Psalm
goes on to list some of those benefits.
who forgives all your sins and heals all
your diseases, who redeems your life
from the pit and crowns you with love
and compassion, who satisfies your
desires with good things so that your
youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
Psalm 103:3-5

“The impulse to pursue God originates with
God, but the outworking of that impulse is
our following hard after Him. God is a per-
son and, as such, can be cultivated as any
person can. It is inherent in personality to
be able to know other personalities, but
full knowledge of one personality by an-

other cannot be achieved in one encoun-
ter. It is only after long and loving mental
intercourse that the full possibilities of both
can be explored. Being made in [God’s]
image we have within us the capacity to
know Him.” A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God
(Christian Publications, 1982).
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Scripture

A song of ascents. Of David.

How good and pleasant it is

when brothers live together in unity!

It is like precious oil poured on the head,
running down on the beard,

running down on Aaron's beard,

down upon the collar of his robes.

It is as if the dew of Hermon

were falling on Mount Zion.

For there the LORD bestows his blessing,
even life forevermore.  Psalm 133:1-3
Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;
together they shout for joy.

When the LORD returns to Zion,

they will see it with their own eyes.
Burst into songs of joy together,

you ruins of Jerusalem,

for the LORD has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.

The LORD will lay bare his holy arm

in the sight of all the nations,

and all the ends of the earth will see

the salvation of our God. Isaiah 52:8-10

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, | urge
you to live a life worthy of the calling
you have received. Be completely
humble and gentle; be patient, bear-
ing with one another in love. Make

every effort to keep the unity of the

May the God who gives endurance
and encouragement give you a spirit
of unity among yourselves as you fol-
low Christ Jesus, so that with one
heart and mouth you may glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Romans 15:5-6

“Worship is not an unexpressed feeling, nor is it an
empty formality. True worship is balanced and in-
volves the mind, the emotions, and the will. It must
be intelligent; it must reach deep within and be
motivated by love; and it must lead to obedient ac-

tions that glorify God... Worship is personal and
passionate, not formal and cold; and it is our re-
sponse to the living God, voluntarily offered to Him
as He has offered Himself to us.” Warren W. Wiersbe,
Real Worship (Thomas Nelson, 1986).

Spirit through the bond of peace.
There is one body and one Spirit—
just as you were called to one hope
when you were called—one Lord, one
faith, one baptism; one God and Fa-
ther of all, who is over all and through

alland in all.  Ephesians 4:1-6

Hulbacrite

The In Unison journal will be
published around the middle of each
calendar month.

It is distributed in Adobe Acro-
bat (PDF) format only, delivered via
e-mail. Subscribers are free to print
the complete issue—or to pass along
the PDF file—for distribution to choir
members, worship teams, church
staff, or anyone with a desire to more
deeply adore the Lord.

Brief portions of this journal
may be excerpted, but should include
the complete copyright notice:

“From In Unison, Copyright © 2000
David S. Lampel. Used by permis-
sion.”

Please Note: At this time there are
no immediate plans to archive this
Jjournal at our web site.

As with all of our resources (see
the back page for a complete list of
what we offer), there is no charge to
receive In Unison. We are, however,
requiring subscribers to at least be-
come familiar with the publication
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Hymns and Choruses
We are God’s People (Leech)

Our God Has Made Us One  (Borop)

Brethren, We Have Met to Worship
(AtRins)

(We Are One in) The Bond of Love
(SRillings)

before requesting a subscription—
which is why we have implemented
the following specific instructions:

To receive the In Unison
journal every month, send
your request by e-mail to
“DLAMPEL@AOL.com” and
include the following code
somewhere in the message
body or subject line:
“WorsHIp 2000”
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Copyright and Terms of Use

In Unison is Copyright © 2000 David S. Lampel.
Permission is hereby granted for this
electronic journal to be copied, printed,
or shared so long as it is distributed in
its entirety. Brief excerpts may be quoted
so long as they include the following
copyright notice:

“From In Unison, Copyright © 2000
David S. Lampel. Used by permission.”

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture
is from the New International Version.
NIV quotations are from the Holy Bible:
New International Version, Copyright
1973, 1978, 1984 by the International
Bible Society. Used by permission. NASB
quotations are from the New American
Standard Bible © 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977 by
The Lockman Foundation.

In Unison is published monthly in Adobe
Acrobat (PDF) format only. Request a free
subscription by sending an e-mail mes-
sage to dlampel@aol.com. Include the
following code somewhere in the mes-
sage body or subject line:

“WorsHip 20007

World Wide Web Site

You are cordially invited to discover the
many Christian resources available at our
Internet site.

At HTTP://MEMBERS.AOL.CcOM/DLAMPEL/ you will
find periodicals, e-mail list subscriptions,
dramatic resources and completed
projects—all archived in their entirety.
At our web site you may read all publica-
tions and subscribe to those you wish to
receive on a regular basis.

You may also review all of our His Com-
pany scripts, or download them for im-
mediate use.

All resources and publications are made
available free of charge.

Periodicals
Aspects is our monthly devotional jour-
nal. This eight-page publication has been
published since 1990—via the Internet
since 1994.
Frequency:
Editions:

Monthly
Print, Ascii, Pdf

Seeds of Encouragement is published
every Monday morning as a brief, simple
reminder of God’s presence in our lives.
Weekly

Ascii

Frequency:
Editions:

Reflections by the Pond offers thought-
ful considerations of life, nature, and the
world in which we live from a Spiritual
perspective. It is published every
Wednesday.
Frequency: Weekly
Editions: Ascii
Songs for the Heart is published every
Friday. This brief devotional includes

thoughts based on hymns, choruses, or

psalms.
Frequency: Weekly
Editions: Ascii

In Unison ~ Issue #1 ~ March 2000

Dramatic Resources

At the His Company web site visitors will
find a complete catalogue of dramatic
and musical resources that both illustrate
Scripture and proclaim the Lordship of
Jesus Christ.

All scripts and worship resources are in-
cluded in their entirety, ready for imme-
diate download.
Editions: Ascii, Pdf, Print
Completed Works

Also available at our web site are several
completed resources, including...

Knowing... is a series of brief devotion-
als for understanding the God of heaven
through the lives of those who called
upon His name.

Editions: HTML



